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°@mue Baptism’ 


HE ANCIENT city of Jeru- 
ie salem was aghast! The rich- 

ly robed Pharisees lifted 
holy hands in horror. Even the sly 
Sadducees, unknown for religious 
fervor, were appalled! The priests 
were in a frightful frenzy for the 
temple was empty! All Jerusalem, 
yea, all Judea, and even all the 
people that lived in even the re- 
motest area of the region round 
about Jordan were rushing to the 
wilderness of Judaea. It was a 
stampede! No, there was no panic, 
no earthquake, no conflagration, 
but there was dynamite there—the 
power of God. 


For three hundred years the 
heavens had been silent. God had 
not spoken to His people. There 
had been no true prophet. Now 
there arose a man named John, 
a man who had raiment of camel’s 
hair and a leathern girdle about 
his loins. A man not overly con- 
cerned with eating and drinking, 
for he had as his meat the lowly 
locusts and the wild honey. But 
his eyes blazed with prophetic light, 
and he raised his hands and his 
voice in denunciation of the preva- 
lent sins, and cried, “Repent ye! 
Repent ye! for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand!” 


The multitude became larger. 
The humble, hungry folk pushed 
closer that they might hear the 
message. The ones that were down- 
trodden by the iron heel of Rome; 
those captured by poverty and 
disease and frightful squalor, whose 
uls cried out for deliverance, 


@::: a@ Message of hope. The 


By LINWOOD JACOBS 
Blacksburg, South Carolina 


despised publicans were there 
clamoring to be shown a way back 
to respectability. The gruff soldiers 
were told to do violence to no man, 
to accuse no man falsely, and to 
be content. All the people were in 
expectation, and all men mused in 
their hearts whether John was the 
Christ or not. 

The man who stood before them 
was somewhat of a paradox. The 
aged father of John, Zacharias, had 
been stricken dumb because of his 
unbelief, that he might father a 
son who would become “the Voice.” 
The man John did no miracle, but 
the greatest Miracle Worker of all 
time said this about him: “What 
went ye out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed shaken with the 
wind? But what went ye out for to 
see? A man clothed in soft rai- 
ment? behold, they that wear 
soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
But what went ye out for to see? 
A prophet? yea, I say unto you, 
and more than a prophet. For this 
is he, of whom it is written, Be- 
hold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee. Verily I say unto 
you, Among them that are born 
of women there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist,” 
Matthew 11:7-11. 

The multitudes found the way 
to God! For John preached: “Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight. Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain 
and hill shall be brought low; and 
the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways shall be made 
smooth; And all flesh shall see the 





salvation of God! .. . I indeed bap- 
tize you with water—” Luke 3:4-6, 
16. Oh, the thrill of those great 
baptismal services! They occurred 
in the Jordan River at the place 
where Joshua had led the children 
of Israel across in ancient days; 
they occurred in sight of the twelve 
great stones that had been placed 
in the river in honor of the 
great deliverance that God had 
given to the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Another leader had 
come: just as surely as Joshua led 
the tribes of Israel to the prom- 
ised land, even so, this leader 
would lead the tribes of Israel to 
the promised Messiah! Never be- 
fore had such a great sight as this 
been seen: men and women with 
uplifted hands, and tear drenched 
cheeks, and with the confession of 
past sins upon their lips, waded to 
the side of the Baptizer! Upon the 
confession of their faith ,they were 
dipped into the limpid stream from 
whence they arose with shouts of 
victory! 

But, hark! The Baptizer is speak- 
ing again, “I indeed baptize you 
with water; but one mightier than 
I cometh, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose: 
he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire,” Luke 3:16. A 
surprised murmur rippled through 
the throng, “Another is to come! A 
mightier One, even One for Whom 
the Baptizer is not worthy to per- 
form the lowliest task of servitude! 
But what is this? He shall baptize 
—but not with water! He shall 
baptize with the Holy Ghost, and 

(Continued on page 11) 





ive Ys the 
Thing You Vhed 


By ARTHUR M. CHIRGWIN 


Permission of the American Bible Society 


ERE IS THE very thing 
/ f you need.” The words spo- 
ken in a clear, strong voice 
made everyone in the railway 
coach turn toward the speaker and 
listen. Some of the passengers rec- 
ognized him at once, for he often 
traveled on that train. He was a 
colporteur of the Brazil Bible So- 
ciety, through whom the American 
Bible Society seeks to serve the 
growing evangelical Church of the 
fourth largest country in the world. 
His name was John of the Cross 
who made a practice of selling 
Scriptures on the suburban trains 
of Rio de Janeiro. He had worked 
out a technique of Bible-selling so 
planned that in the course of a 
suburban journey he would spend 
a few minutes in each coach. If the 
train was made up of eight coaches 
and the journey took forty min- 
utes, he knew that he would be 
able to give about five minutes to 
each coach. 

On this particular day he wait- 
ed till the train pulled up at the 
first station, and there was a brief 
respite from the noisy rattle of the 
wheels on the rails. Then, taking 
his stand at the end of the coach, 
he began to speak loudly enough 
for all to hear. “Here is the very 
thing you need,” he began, holding 
up what looked like an illustrated 
magazine. “Carnival is over now, 
and Easter is approaching. This is 


4 





the period in which to prepare your 
hearts and minds, and this book 
will help you to prepare better than 
anything else in the world. For 
this book tells what God has done 
for us all. It tells the story of the 
angel’s announcement to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary; it tells of the 
birth of Jesus, of His infancy, of 
His home in Nazareth. It tells of 
His life and teaching, of His death 
and resurrection. It is all here in 
this book, and there are pictures 
too—pictures of the places where 
Jesus was born and brought up, 
where He was crucified for our sake 
and where He rose again. This is 
the book you need. Buy it and you 
buy a blessing. And here on the 
back my name and address are 
stamped, so that if you care to 
write to me you can do so; or if 
you would like to come and talk 
(Continued on page 10) 


























Christians 
p 

Bondslaves, 
f 

Royal 


By RUBY TARRANCE 


Bremen, Kentucky 


HEN ROLAND HAYES 

sang before the King and 

Queen of England, he was 

rather timid, realizing that he was 

the son of an ex-slave singing be- 

fore royalty. Just before time to 

sing, he received a telegram from 

his mother. It read, “Remember, 

Roland, who you are.” Someone 

asked him what his mother meant 
by the message. 

“Why,” Hayes said, ‘my mother 


simply means that I am a vessel 
of God through whom God’s voice 
of joy and victory and the strug- 
gle of a race might sing its song 
of victory and its song of spirit- 
ual powers.” 

Such stories bring us to the 
realization that we have a song of 
victory to sing. We are bondslaves, 
yet royal. We have been purchased 
by the blood of Jesus Christ. God 
is eager to work through us. 

All about us we see evidence of 
Christians being prompted by the 
Holy Spirit to witness for Christ; 
however, they seem powerless to 
obey the call. Are you bound by 
the chains of inferiority and self- 
contempt? Remember that you are 
a son or daughter of God. You 
are a joint-heir with Christ. 


You Are Somebody 

A young woman once said to her 
pastor, who had asked her to do 
some work in the church, “I 
couldn’t do it; I’m just a nobody.” 
The pastor replied, “You can’t be. 
God has no time to make no- 
bodies.” 

We can’t become the mature 
Christians that God wants us to 
become until we learn to respect 
ourselves. This is not to say that 
we are to be respecter of persons. 
We know that in us there is no 
good thing, but we must respect 
our place in Christ. God expects us 
to be humble and to minister to 
others. Yet, we are powerless when 
our channels of usefulness are 
clogged up with self-contempt. 

Dr. Smiley Blanton said, “To 
have a proper regard for one’s self 
is indispensable for all work and 
achievement.” 


God Didn’t Give Us the 
Same Talent 


It is true that God didn’t give us 
all the strength of Samson or the 
wisdom of Solomon. We are only 
what God made us. Jesus said, 
“Which of you by taking thought 
can add one cubit unto his stat- 
ure?” 

Yet, every Christian is called to 
be a minister for Christ. Each 
Christian has a duty to perform. 
One is not necessarily more im- 
portant than the other. It takes 
every Christian to carry out 
Christ’s work. 


An acquaintance of mine speaks 
fondly of an old lady who used to 
attend the same church she did. 
The old lady said, “Irene, I can’t 
do very much for the Lord, but I’ll 
hold your baby while you play the 
piano.” 

In her simple way she had ac- 
cepted herself for what she was 
and could be useful to God and 
others. It may not be our job to 
preach like Paul. Perhaps, though, 
we can be another Barnabas and 
help those with greater talent than 
we have. When our lives are twisted 
by self-contempt, helping the oth- 
er fellow often helps us to become 
emotionally balanced. 


God Can Work Through You 


Hudson Taylor once said, “I used 
to ask God if He would come and 
help me; then I asked God if I 
might come and help Him; then I 
ended by asking God to do His own 
work through me.” 

Mrs. Carl Johnson used to feel 
untrained for the tremendous re- 
sponsibility of teaching her Adult 
Class. She knew that only God 
could quiet her shaky knees. Each 
Sunday morning she bows her head 
and prays, “Lord, take my stam- 
mering, stuttering tongue and use 
it for thine own glory.” Each Sun- 
day she becomes stronger. She 
says, “When your own strength is 
exhausted, then God steps in.” 


Solution for Self-contempt 


Paul gave the perfect solution 
for self-contempt: “Brethren, I 
count not myself to have appre- 
hended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before,” 
Philippians 3:13. 

Longfellow illustrated this furth- 
er when he said, “Look not mourn- 
fully to the past; it-comes not back 
again. Wisely improve the present, 
it is the thing. Go forward to meet 
the shadowy future without fear 
and with a manly heart.” 

We need to recognize the tre- 
mendous truth that we are bond- 
slaves, yet royal. When we see our- 
selves in the right perspective, 
then God can use us. 

Let God start working through 
us today. 








He Staggered Not 


By W. H. (JIMMY) TALLEY, 
Evangelist, Columbus, Georgia 


Text: “He staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he 
had promised, he was able also to perform,” Romans 


4:20, 21. 


S A TOWERING beacon of 
_Afiee shines upon a stormy 
‘sea, so the example of 
Abraham shines forth to a disil- 
lusioned, fearful and disturbed 
world. The example of Abraham 
was that of unstaggering faith in 
a God who never failed him. 
Though his religion led him 
through fiery trials, dark valleys 
and moments of heartache; this 
spiritual giant earned the reputa- 
tion of being one who “staggered 
not at the promise of God through 
unbelief, but was strong in faith.” 
One of the greatest problems in 
the church today when endeavor- 
ing to have revival or to bring forth 
the needed deliverance for the 
bound is getting the people to the 
place where their faith in God and 
His promises will not stagger. 
When someone staggers in their 
faith in God, there is a reason. In 
seeking out these reasons, I have 
found that the same three things 
that will cause a man to stagger 
in his physical body will also cause 
him to stagger in his spiritual life. 
The first thing that I would say 
would cause a man to stagger in 
the physical is drunkenness. To 
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understand or apply this to the 
spiritual, we must understand what 
makes a person drunk. When al- 
cohol is taken into the body and 
carried to the brain, it puts the 
brain to sleep. It works, first and 
foremost, on the intellectual part of 
the brain or that part which is 
called the forebrain. Thus, when 
the control center of the body does 
not function properly, the victim 
cannot talk distinctly, walk correct- 
ly, or see clearly, and he begins to 
stagger. So it is in the spiritual. 
God, or our relationship with God, 
has always been the control center 
of our spiritual life. When man 
sinned against God in the Garden 
of Eden, he broke his close rela- 
tionship with God. Carnality took 
control and the real control center 
of man’s spiritual life became as 
dead. Thus, when man lost his 
direct relationship with God, he, as 
the drunk man who could not see, 
talk or walk correctly, began to 
stagger in faith, seeing only as the 
carnal man sees and depending up- 
on human reasoning. Thus, the 
first thing that causes us to stag- 
ger in faith could be called human 
reasoning. 





When, as a high mountain, prob- 
lems, perplexities and decisions 
confront us and threaten to crush 
us, we sometimes listen to the car- 
nal nature as it whispers softly but 
fearfully into our ears the word 
“impossible.” Immediately, we, as in 
a drunken stupor, begin to stagger 
and doubt any hope of deliver- 
ance. But thanks be unto Christ, 
the second Adam, who died that we 
might reach beyond the sin and 
doubt of this world and touch the 
hand and heart of an Almighty 
God whose “ways are above our 
ways and whose thoughts are above 
our thoughts.” This God is One 
who with one hand can remove 
every doubt, fear and problem, and 
with the other hand, draw us so 
close to His bosom that He can 
breathe upon us the very fire from 
heaven, making our faith soar be- 
yond the “impossibilities” of this 
life. 

Look with me at Abraham as the 
carnal nature strikes its blow at 
the “Friend of God.” In reply to 
Abraham’s many prayers for a son, 
God told Abraham that a miracle 
would be performed and Sarah 
would, in her old age, bear a son. 
Not only did Abraham laugh, but 
so did Sarah. Human reasoning 
would quickly deny any idea of a 
child being born to a ninety-year- 
old woman. But hear the words of 
the Lord as the Divine nature chal- 
lenges the carnal nature, and He 
cries out, “Is anything too hard 
for the Lord?” 

Many are bound with cancer, 
tuberculosis and a number of other 
dreadful diseases. Thousands of 
homes are broken up, leaving chil- 
dren to the lures of hell. Many are 
bound in their spiritual experience. 
Human reasoning immediately 
cries out the bitter word, “defeat”; 
but thanks be unto God, every im- 
possibility of your deliverance was 
liquidated at Calvary when the 
shed blood of Christ paid for your 
deliverance, and He arose a victor 
of death, hell and the grave. 

The second thing that causes one 
to stagger in the physical is a blow 
of opposition. While in elementary 
school, childish quarrels and fights 
taught me what it was to be the 
object of an opposing fist. Many 
times I staggered from the blow 
and force of a strong arm. 





























A forceful strike from our ad- 
versary, the devil, makes us stagger 
many times in our faith. The Bible 
illustrates for us the battle and 
victory of a great prophet of God 
as he experienced a blow of op- 
position. Elijah had witnessed one 
of the greatest triumphs in the Bi- 
ble when he, with a sixty-four word 
prayer, brought fire from heaven. 
Now see him the same day when 
Jezebel pronounced his doom and 
he cried from beneath a juniper 
tree for his life to be taken. Self- 
pity and staggering faith brought 
him to despair. But hear the en- 
couraging words of the Lord which 
brought Elijah to his feet and re- 
vived his faith: “Yet I have left 
me seven thousand in Israel, all 
the knees which have not bowed 
unto Baal.” Immediately, Elijah’s 
faith became active. 


Oh Hallelujah, the gates of hell 
can oppose but not prevail; the 
devil can hinder but not overcome; 
persecution can strike but not kill. 
There is no place for self-pity and 
despair in our hearts, for Jesus is 
our King and He must be defeated 
before we are. Hear Isaiah cry out, 
in the fifty-ninth chapter and 
nineteenth verse of his book, the 
heart-lifting promise that “When 
the enemy shall come in like a 
flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall 
lift up a standard against him.” 


During the civil war, Lincoln’s 
secretary was mystified at the 
president’s calmness in the hour of 
opposition. Mr. Stanton asked how 
it was that when everything was 
going wrong, generals were losing 
battles, and there was the sound 
of thundering guns over Washing- 
ton, Mr. Lincoln still remained 
calm. This great prayerful leader 
of our country replied that “When 
you feel you are only a pipe for 
Omnipotence to flow through, you 
do not worry very much.” There is 
the answer, friend. When there is 
a clear channel between you and 
Christ, there is a blessed assurance 
that all is going to work out all 
right. 

The third thing that will cause 
one to stagger in the physical is 
the problem of “not enough life.” 
When the blood doesn’t circulate 
regularly, the body—in a simple 
way of phrasing it—goes to sleep; 


when there is more carbon dioxide 
or monoxide in the air than oxygen, 
the victim will soon collapse. The 
reason for this is because the life 
is in the blood and oxygen, two 
essentials of the human body. So 
it is in the spiritual! The blood of 
Christ and the Spirit of God are 
two essentials in our Christian ex- 
perience. When the blood and the 
Spirit are not in circulation, we 
lose our spiritual life, enthusiasm 
and faith. One of the greatest 
needs of a religious yet troubled 
world is a cleansing by the blood 
of Christ and a moving revival 
brought forth by the Holy Ghost 
as on the day of Pentecost. 

In the ninth chapter of Luke, 
Christ was met by a disturbed fa- 
ther whose child was seriously ill. 
He had failed to receive deliver- 
ance through the prayers of the 





ME” 


When Others Fail 


disciples. The solution to the prob- 
lem of the powerless preachers was 
that “these things come only by 
prayer and by fasting.” What we 
need to strengthen and stabilize 
our presently staggering faith and 
to revive our powerless lives is a 
genuine, Spirit-filled revival; we 
need to allow the Holy Ghost to 
supply everyone, from the preacher 
to the janitor, with a zeal, burden 
and passion so that everyone would 
be as a flame of fire for God. 

If we are staggering because we 
are tuning our ears to human rea- 
soning, falling beneath the blow of 
opposition, or simply because we 
are not keeping in close contact 
with God, let us find a closet of 
prayer and pray until we have the 
assurance that when we are called 
before God we can hear said of us, 
“He staggered not.” 


ire eT j 
(O MAN STOOD WITH ME, BUT ALL MEN 
FORSOOK ME... NOTWITHSTANDING THE 
LORD STOOD WITH ME, AND STRENGTHENED 


—Z TM. 4:16.17 





A Changeless Christ in 


Text: “Jesus Christ the same yes- 
terday, and to day, and for ever,” 
Hebrews 13:8. 


Introduction: The message of 
this text is one that merits our best 
consideration and attention. It is a 
message that many are completely 
forgetting. This text is as much a 
divine truth as any other sacred 
Scripture. 


N THESE DANGEROUS days 


in which we live, we should 

consider how wonderful and 
gracious the Lord really is to all 
who believe in Him and trust His 
grace. 

It is very true that this is a 
modern day, but we are to remem- 
ber that one can be geared to the 
times and yet be anchored to the 
Rock. One should realize that as 
long as this world stands, there are 
going to be vast changes taking 
place. A child of God, however, can 
retain his heart-felt experience 
with God the Father, the Lord Je- 
sus Christ and the wonderful Holy 
Ghost. Yes, it is true that things 
are changing all around us, but 
we do not have to conform to the 
world. No, a thousand times no; 
one does not have to modernize his 
religion; we can live right here on 
this earth and have a definite ex- 
perience with God, and the world 
will not have to ask us if we are 
saved. If we know Christ, those 
around you will know about it. 

Now, with the world changing 
about us, it is to be remembered 
that Christ does not change. That 
is, He does not change with regard 
to His saving plan; He does not 
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a Changing Age 


change in mood; nor does He 
change with circumstances. What 
I have reference to is that Jesus 
Christ is not one to become frus- 
trated, blue, snobbish, sulky, high- 
strung. Please remember my text, 
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and to day, and for ever,” and my 
subject, “A CHANGELESS CHRIST 
IN A CHANGING AGE.” 

Time changes the human family, 
but it does not change Christ. 
Moods and circumstances change 
us, but Christ remains the same. 
Jesus will never be subject to 
change in His priesthood and char- 
acter, as we human beings are. 

Friends, wouldn’t it be wonder- 
ful if humanity would be the same 
all the time, that is, be the same 
in spirit and action and conduct? 
I know that we change with age, 
etc., but we could at least be kind, 
and considerate and longsuffering 
with people who only pass this way 
once. I would to God that we would 
be fully possessed with the love of 
God to the extent that we would 
not be so different in this Chris- 
tian experience before the world. 
Oh, if we would just be like Christ. 
He is just the same all the time. 
Have you not found Him just the 
same all the time? 

The human being changes in 
mind, body and many other ways, 
but Jesus remains the same. He is 
the example for us to follow. In all 
our mistakes, failures, and com- 
plaints, He loves us just the same. 
In loving us, He holds nothing 
against us after He has forgiven us. 


By W. H. COMPTON 
Delbarton, West Virginia 


Not only do the things mentioned 
relative to changing personalities 
deserve our attention, but also the 
fact that old-time religion is being 
crowded into the background by 
many. Salvation is one thing that 
definitely should be put on display 
for the world. It should never be 
pushed aside; neither should people 
be ashamed of it. Paul stated in 
Romans 1:16, “For I am _ not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believ- 
eth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek.” Paul proved that he 
was not embarrassed, nor ashamed 
of the plan, purpose, and program 
of God. 

There are those who are not sub- 
mitting themselves to God as they 
should, and as they have in times 
past. Consequently, they are losing 
power with God and man. Many 
are accepting handshakes for con- 
version and the new birth. One 
must remember that Jesus said, 
“Ye must be born again,” John 
3:7. Card signing, handshaking 
or water baptism will not suffice 
for the new birth. All these are 
fine in their place, but one must 
have a change of heart. Genuine 
salvation is something that is need- 
ed today, very, very much. Sancti- 
fication is a doctrine that many are 
trying to make obsolete in this 
day; but it was real in the past, 
and it is as important as ever to- 
day. 

There are many who would ac- 


cept the baptism of the Holy Ghost & 

















if it were not for the evidence. 
The evidence is the speaking in 
other tongues as the Spirit gives 
the utterance. I realize that the 
one great evidence of salvation is 
living a wonderful Christian life, 
but it still remains a fact that the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost is and 
always has been followed by speak- 
ing in other tongues as the evi- 
dence of the incoming Spirit bap- 
tism. 


In many holiness ranks today, 
the Amen, Glory to God, Praise the 
Lord, Hallelujah, and other out- 
bursts of praise are gone or are 
quickly going. This is not true rela- 
tive to everyone; but in the lives 
of many, the Spirit does not have 
free access. Some have lost the 
shout, the dancing in the Spirit, 
and the witness of the Holy Ghost. 
In these last days many are luke- 
warm, but God does not want that. 
Those who are lukewarm, the Lord 
will spue them out of His mouth 
(Revelation 3:16). These modern, 
last days have quietened many 
people who used to have the victory 
with God and man. I know that 
there is more to gospel salvation 
than just a shout or a praise; but 
if we have old-time religion, we 
will shout and praise God at times 
now, just as we have in the past. 


It is very obvious today that 
many Christians are not praying as 
they should. However, all of us 
could pray more, but some seldom 
ever pray except when they are in 
church; and even then, many just 
bow their heads for a few moments. 
That is, they will pray when they 
do not have anyone sitting near- 
by with whom they can talk, 
whisper and laugh. Some, when 
called to the front to pray, act as 
if they have springs in their heels, 
because they go down to pray, and 
before one has prayed, not to speak 
of getting in touch with God, they 
are up and looking around. God’s 
house needs to be held in high re- 
spect and reverence. My, oh my, 
how things have changed and are 
still changing. What will it be in a 
few more years? You seldom ever 
see people kneeling at the altar to 
pray before worship service now. 
Many never attempt to go to the 
prayer rooms and pray; then, they 


© wonder what is the trouble with 


the services. If people will pray, 
then God will answer and there 
will be great results in the church 
services. It isn’t what is wrong 
with the other fellow; it is what is 
wrong with YOU? 

I believe that God does well with 
what He has to do with, don’t you? 
We are to consider that not all 
have failed God, but thousands 
have. In these compromising days 
it is so easy to lose out with God. 
If people would pray and read the 
Bible, then our churches every- 
where would be on fire for God, be- 
cause there are no more different 
kinds of sin being committed now 
than there have been in times past. 
Negligence is so very prevalent to- 
day. 

Beloved, I believe that God has 
the Church of God in this world 
to save the lost and to teach people 
the right way in which to worship 
God. 


This changing age should never 
affect one’s standing with God. It 
will not affect one if he will pray 
and stay near the crucified and 
resurrected Christ. There are not 
very many who do not want to be 
popular in this life. Seemingly, ev- 
eryone wants to be popular and 
no one wants to be unpopular. It 
is to be remembered that Christ 
was unpopular in this life as far 
as the world was and is concerned. 
He was recognized as a fanatic in 
His day; why should we expect to 
be praised now? Christ was not 
popular in His day and neither will 
we be popular in our day. There- 
fore, those who desire to be real 
Christians today are not alone. Je- 
sus said in Matthew 28:20, “Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen.” Christ is 
always near those who live for Him 
who stand for the right. 

Modernism is very prevalent to- 
day, but there is still a reality in 
living for Christ. It is very true 
today that many can find enjoy- 
ment in watching a television pro- 
gram for hours at a time rather 
than hearing or watching a church 
service, either over the air or in 
the local church. 

It is sad but true that so very 
many cannot be satisfied or con- 
tented enough in Sunday School, 
prayer meeting, Sunday morning 


worship, Sunday evening services 
to stay long enough for the close 
of the service or the last amen. 
WHY? Their hearts are not in it; 
yet, they can float around here 
and there doing nothing and be 
happy. There are so many other 
things in this changing age that 
can occupy one’s mind better than 
God’s church can. Now, they can go 
to a picnic, wiener roast, some 
athletic activity and whoop and 
yell for time untold, and then when 
the activity is over still not be 
ready to quit or go home. WHY? 
Because where one’s heart is, is us- 
ually where he is anxious to be. If 
that is true to the fullest extent, 
then many must really despise 
God’s house. The house of the Lord 
is usually recognized the most when 
there is to be some spectacular 
something going to happen. It is 
then that many church members 
come, and in such a number that 
visitors hardly have room to sit, I 
believe that it is easy for you to 
see that this changing age is real- 
ly challenging the church of today. 
What are we going to do about it? 

If we had the privilege of bring- 
ing Peter, James, John and others 
of the close followers of Christ on 
the scene today, there is a great 
possibility that they would not 
even recognize the church. As a 


(Continued on page 10) 
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HERE IS THE VERY THING YOU NEED 
(Continued from page 4) 

to me, I am always at home on 

Saturdays.” 

Then he began selling, walking 
down the length of the coach as 
he did so. The price per copy was 
the same as the cost of two news- 
papers, so that it was cheap 
enough. Men and women alike 
bought, and in all about eight or 
nine copies were sold. In a few 
cases people put questions to him, 
and he stopped for a moment or 
two to answer them and to explain 
more fully what the gospel was 
about. 

Just as the train was slowing 
down for the next station, he 
stepped across the connecting way 
to the next coach. As soon as the 
train started he began to talk once 
more. It took about two minutes, 
not more, and was in very similar 
terms to his brief message in the 
first coach. Here again he sold a 
number of copies and had a brief 
chat with one or two individuals 
before the train began to slow 
down once more, and he passed on 
to the third coach. And so it went 
on, until he had gone the whole 
length of the train. He had timed 
it perfectly, for just as he finished 
selling in the last coach of all, the 
train drew to the terminus plat- 
form. The journey had taken forty 
minutes; he had given little ad- 
dresses of two minutes each, and 
he had sold thirty-nine Gospels. It 
was forty minutes well spent, with 
witness-bearing and Scripture-sell- 
ing intermingled. In eight coaches 
he had given a gospel message, 
aroused some interest and sold 
some Scriptures. 


Work of that kind is physically 
exhausting and puts a_ severe 
strain on the throat. As a rule he 
does it only one day a week, ex- 
cept at Christmas and Easter, when 
he does it for six days in succes- 
sion and has hardly any voice left 
when the week comes to an end. 
“But it is worth it,” he says with 
a smile, “for I sell a lot of Scrip- 
tures and have many talks with 
people. Last Good Friday I sold 537 
Gospels in that one day, and more 
than 1,000 in the week.” On other 
days he goes from house to house 
or works along cinema queues. 
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To the question whe.fer people 
ever write to him in response to 
his invitation or call at his home, 
he replied quite unequivocally. 
“Yes,” he said, “they write some- 
times, but more often they come 
to see me at my house. There are 
few Saturdays when I do not get 
any callers. I generally get about 
four or eight each Saturday, and 
they are nearly always genuine 
seekers. That gives me my chance, 
and many of them become truly 
converted. I find out where they 
live and give them the address of 
the nearest Protestant church. I 
know that at least some of them 


join up.” 
Cae 


A CHANGELESS CHRIST IN A 
CHANGING AGE 
(Continued from page 9) 


whole, this changing age is really 
blinding many honest hearts to 
the real truth of the coming of the 
antichrist and the great tribula- 
tion upon this earth. 

Today there is a quiet type of 
service; then, there is the highly 
emotional service — many people 
sit here and there laughing, talk- 
ing, whispering; then, there are 
others who just do not make a 
good listening audience. Often it 
has been said that the preacher 
was not interesting. Perhaps that 
is true; but at the same time, those 
who find fault with the message 
and the service fail to find any- 
thing wrong with their foolishness, 
jesting, and irreverence in God’s 
house. Therefore, their excuses are 
not consistent. One should say, 
“Consistency, thou art a jewel.” 

Friends, to prove that things are 
changing today, take notice of the 
empty church houses. The swim- 
ming pools, beaches, parks, and 
other places of amusement are 
practically filled, but the terrible 
thing is that many churches are 
barely able to exist, because their 
members are pleasure crazy. 

Church members should go to 
church every time that they pos- 
sibly can. It strengthens them, and 
it builds the church. One should 
show God that he appreciates His 
goodness to him. People tell how 
much they love the church, espe- 
cially Church of God people; well, 





if they do, why don’t they do more 
about going? So often they claim 
that they are too busy to go, but 
they can arrange to do everything 
else they want to do; why not ar- 
range something for God’s cause? 
Oh yes, this is the changing age 
alright. When an individual gets 
too busy to go to church and do 
for God, then they are busier than 
God intended for them to be. You 
realize, I’m sure, that if you were 
to die that some people would have 
to take off from their busy life to 
see that you were taken to the 
funeral home, and also, some peo- 
ple would have to be absent from 
their responsibilities to see that 
you had a decent burial. Therefore, 
if others are to take time for you, 
then, you should take time for 
others. The Bible teaches in He- 
brews 10:25, “Not forsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is; but ex- 
horting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day ap- 
proaching.” So, one should never 
get so busy that he cannot per- 
form his duties toward others and 
especially toward God and the 
church. There is going to come a 
time when you will not be so 
busy, and then God may not have 
time for you, if you have sinned 
away your day of grace. For your 
information, read Proverbs 29:1: 
“He, that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly 
be destroyed, and that without 
remedy.” Be careful lest you neg- 
lect spiritual matters to the extent 
that God will look at you in the 
same light he looked at the rich 
man in Luke 12:20, “But God said 
unto him, thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided?” I trust that 
you will not misunderstand these 
references made regarding the rich 
man and the statement made in 
Proverbs, since I have used the text 
and subject I have. Nowhere is 
there a contradiction, because I 
have only tried to show that the 
Lord is longsuffering, willing to 
save and forgive. Therefore, Christ, 
as the Saviour and our coming 
King, will never fail His people; 
neither will He ever betray their 
confidence. He is not like the 


weather; He is One who will be our # 




















true, kind and compassionate 
friend, regardless of the way things 
develop in this life. However, we 
must trust Him as our all and all. 

Now, it is true that in this life 
people change in many ways from 
one day to another; but Christ will 
be true to His promises forever 
and ever; He will not change. We 
can really rely upon Him, because 
He will never fail. 

Among the many who confess 
Christ as their Saviour are those 
who do not believe Him to be of 
virgin birth. I believe that Christ 
was of virgin birth because the Bi- 
ble teaches it. As a matter of fact, 
there are many who believe that 
Christ was just a good man; but 
I’m here to say that if He were 
not a virgin born Son, and if He 
were not what He claimed to be, 
then He was not a good man. 
These days are changing many 
people to not believe in the Bible, 
but there will always be a few who 
will believe it to the end. 


I am so glad that I’m numbered 
among those who. believe that the 
Bible is the truth. So happy am I 
that God loves me enough to let 
me be His very own. I could not 
have become His, as I am, if I did 
not believe the Word of God as it 
is. Thank God for a CHANGELESS 
CHRIST IN THIS CHANGING AGE. 


CBS 


ONE BAPTISM 
(Continued from page 3) 


with fire! Is there to be another 
Baptism? What meaneth this?” 
Ah, beloved, there is to be another 
Baptism, a great Baptism, the 
mystery of which was hidden even 
from the great prophet John. For 
the Jewish Messiah, the anointed 
One, our Lord Jesus Christ, came 
and fulfilled all the Law by His 
perfect Life and works. He an- 
nounced to all the world that He 
Himself is the Way! He is the Way 
to God! He is the Baptism! He is 
the Element into which the trust- 
ing soul must be plunged. Galatians 
3:26 and 27, “For ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put 


a on Christ!” Romans 6:3, “Know ye 





not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death?” This is a 
work of the Spirit: 1 Corinthians 
12:13, “For by one Spirit are we 
all baptized into one body.” In this 
Baptism there can be no deception. 
The Baptizer, Who is the Holy 
Spirit, searcheth the heart: Psalm 
51:17, “The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a con- 
trite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise.” He knows when true re- 
pentance is there, and He cries 
aloud to the unsaved, “Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when 
the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord,” 
Acts 3:19. There is a thrill in this 
great Baptism for an exchange is 
made: The Lord accepts the sin 
of the repentant believer, and the 
believer accepts the righteousness 
of the Lord! 2 Corinthians 5:17, 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.” Baptized in 
Christ! It is joy unspeakable and 
full of glory! There is happiness 
and rejoicing as ten thousand 
times ten thousands of the heaven- 
ly host join the glad jubilation for 
he that was dead is now alive! 


There is “One Lord, one faith, 
ONE BAPTISM,” Ephesians 4:5. 
The one baptism is the baptism in- 
to Christ! 


There is an earthly witness of 
this one baptism, and that is the 
baptism with water. The minister 
of God plunges the confessed be- 
liever into water, and then lifts him 
up again. This is a beautifully il- 
lustrated sermon of that one bap- 
tism that has already taken place. 
The believer is strengthened in the 
inner man as he obeys the com- 
mand of Jesus, and is baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
It is not the baptism with water 
that washes away sin. It is the 
Baptism into Jesus Christ; it is the 
Baptism into His death that cru- 
cifies the old man and destroys the 
body of sin. “Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we 


also should walk in newness of 
life,’ Romans 6:4. 

There is a heavenly witness of 
this great One Baptism! The heav- 
enly witness is the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost. Matthew 3:11b, 
“He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire.” By the Spirit 
the believer is first baptized into 
Christ, and then by Christ, the be- 
liever is baptized with the Spirit. 
The Pentecostal Baptism is a wit- 
ness from heaven that establishes 
the truth of the believer’s union 
with Christ. Acts 1:4, 5, “And, being 
assembled together with them, 
commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but 
wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, saith he, ye have heard of 
me. For John truly baptized with 
water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence.” 

God’s order for Baptism is this: 
Through repentance the Holy 
Ghost baptizes the believer into 
the Body of Christ: upon confes- 
sion of faith, the minister bap- 
tizes the candidate with water; 
then Jesus baptizes the believer 
with the Holy Ghost! “There is one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism!” Have 
you been baptized? 








The church is a workshop for 
wide-awake Christians; not a dor- 
mitory for sleeping ones. 


Life has no blessing like a pru- 
dent friend. 


The wages of sin have never been 
reduced. 


Eventually, your thoughts will 
turn to God. Why not now? 


The man who does as he pleases 
= seldom pleased with what he 
oes. 
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Sunday School Worker, Do You Need 


INSPIRATION — INFORMATION — INSTRUCTION? 


Then Don’t Miss 


The National Sunday School Convention 


Atlanta, Georgia, October 21-23 
70 Workshops — 20 Institutes 


CHURCH OF GOD DAY 


Hemphill Church of God 
Wednesday, October 21 — 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 


DEAN DALTON, Guest Speaker 





Mr. Dalton is Director of Education Services for Over a span of 20 years, he has been intimately 
Gospel Light Publications. He speaks with the associated with Sunday School and Youth Work. 
authority of personal experience in the field of In addition to hearing Mr. Dalton, there will be 
Sunday School work. His is a versatile background workshops—plus Fellowship. A banquet has been 
as a pastor, youth director, college instructor, and planned for all Church of God delegates. Don’t 
public school teacher. miss it! 
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Two Other NSSA Conventions 
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA—October 7-9 
COLUMBUS, OHIO—November 11-13 
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Wallace Swilley, Jr. 


49 NEW SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
STARTED DURING BRANCH 
SUNDAY SCHOOL MONTH 
(MARCH, 1959) 


By O. W. POLEN 
National Sunday School and 
Youth Director 


March, 1959, was designated by 
the National Sunday School and 
Youth Board as Branch Sunday 
School Month. The theme was: 
“Let’s Invade the Sunday School 
Frontier,” and as a result of 
effort, 49 Sunday School frontiers 
were invaded. 

Leading the nation in this en- 
deavor was the State of Geor 
with 13 new Branch Su y 
Schools, and placing second wit 
7 was the State of Ohio. Wallace 
Swilley, Jr., is the State Sunday 
School and Youth Director of 
Georgia, and C. Milton Parsons is 
the State Sunday School and Youth 
Director of Ohio. 

Special recognition also goes to 
the directors of the other states 


listed below for their outstanding 
ouppert and accomplishments in 

effort to start new Sunday 
Schools. 

As of March 30, 141 new Sunday 
Schools have been started since 
June 30, 1958. 

All around us, in nearby com- 
munities, towns, and cities are Sun- 
day School frontiers which still 
must be invaded. We still must 
reach the unchurched people, who, 
in many instances, are only wait- 
ing to be invited to Sunday School. 

Though the month of March— 
which was designated as Branch 
Sunday School Month—is ended, 
may our burden to reach the lost 
through the starting of new Sun- 
day Schools never cease until the 
Lord returns. 

Branch Sunday Schools Started 
in March, 1959 : 
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GEORGIA CAMP MEETING 
June 29-July 5, 1959 
The Georgia Camp Meeting has 
come and gone. 
The voices are silent, but perhaps 


the rafters of the t tabernacle 
still vibrate wi “Hallelujah” 
echoes. Almost all ee, “This was 


the best camp mee ever.” 

In the first service we sensed 
God’s presence as He anointed 
Brother Ray Hughes, our evening 
speaker, and sanctioned his _ holi- 


ness preaching. Indeed, Brother 
Hughes was at his best, but his 
humble determination to be obedi- 
ent to the leading of the Spirit 
reveals the secret of his greatness. 
As he preached, hundreds came 
forward to be regenerated, sanc- 
tified, and baptized in the Holy 
Ghost—yes, and to be healed by 
the mighty wer of God! We 
Georgians will not soon forget 
Brother Hughes. 

The camp was honored by a host 
of churce dignitaries—Brother 
Paulk and Brother Williams, As- 
sistants to the General Overseer; 
A. M. Phillips, General Secretary 
and Treasurer; L. H. Aultman and 
C. R. Spain, Missions Department; 
R. R. Walker, Orphanage; R. L. 
Platt, Lee College; Cecil Knight, 
Youth Department; Charles W. 
Conn, Editor-in-chief; E. C. Thom- 
as, Business Manager; and many, 
many others. 

Brother A. M. Phillips was our of- 
ficial representative for general 
headquarters, and we can justly be 
proud of the way our General 
Secretary represented the church. 
He, anointed with the Spirit, 
preached a great message. One fine 
pastor commented, “Brother Phil- 
lips delivered the greatest message 
I have ever heard.” We Georgians 
are pleased to have a favorite son 
in the general offices who is such 
a credit to our church. 

Other department heads were a 
blessing to the camp. Brother Ault- 
man touched our hearts for mis- 
sions. A pen offering was brought 
forward to exceed $40,000.00. Broth- 
er R. R. Walker aroused our sym- 
pathy for the orphans with their 
desire for “treats” before bedtime. 

The youth, and all alike, enjoyed 
the special day set aside for them. 
Brother Swilley, state Sunday 
School and youth director, had the 
program well arranged, and the 
speakers, Brother Cecil Knight, As- 
sistant National Sunday School and 
Youth Director, and Brother Don 
Aultman, state youth director of 
Florida, were at their best. 

The LWWB blessed the camp 
meeting with their service, for 
which Sister Johnson, our state 
overseer’s wife, should be highly 
commended. Four sisters “preach- 
ed” good messages. The LWWB had 
another outstanding year, raising 
more than $100,000.00 in their 
projects. How could the Church of 

move forward without the 
LWWB? 

Brother W. E. Johnson, state 
overseer, who is_ appreciated 
throughout the State, moderated 
the camp meeting in superb fash- 
ion. Much of the success of the 
fo wae undoubtedly can be at- 
tributed to him, for he certainly 
had the poarems well arranged. We 
all feel that Brother Johnson was 
led by the Spirit as he directed 
serviee after service. The people of 
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the State of Georgia regret that, 
due to limitation, we must lose him 
as a state overseer, but we are sure 
that God has no t on Brother 
Johnson’s service and that He will 
use him in a great way. 

Yes, hats off to all—speakers, 
moderator, youth director, com- 
mittees, singers and everyone who 
participated—for each did his part 
well. As a result, God has recorded 
the Hallelujahs, Glories, Amens, ad- 
ditions to His kingdom, baptisms, 
healings, and the many other 
spiritual blessings too numerous to 
list. The benedictions were might; 
to behold. Let us all say, “Than 
you, Lord Jesus!” 

—William H. Pratt, reporter 


State of Colorado Camp 
Meeting 


Praises to our wonderful Saviour 
were heard — from the taber- 
nacle in Canon City, Colorado, as 
the Church of God Camp Meeting 
got underway June 16, at 7:30 p.m. 
The official opening was given by 
the State of Colorado Overseer, 
James R. Ray. An address was then 
given by Preston Harmon, the 
district superintendent of the Free 
Methodist Church, whose camp- 
ground was rented for the meet- 
ing. With Brother David Lemons 
as the morning Bible teacher and 
Brother R. J. Johnson as the night 
speaker, the services were Holy 
Ghost-filled. 

Brother Lemons presented to us 
well-planned Bible lessons on the 
Church and its power and au- 
thority. The presence of 
hovered over the people in each 
service. 

Brother Johnson, anointed by 
God, preached out of his heart, 
urging the people to accept Christ 
as their personal Savior in each 
evening service. There were two 
outstanding services in the con- 
vention—Wednesday night, Brother 
Earl P. Paulk, Sr., preached on 
“Doctrine,” and Lome sore J night, 
Brother Johnson preached on the 
“Judgment of God.” These sermons 
and the power of God brought 
many sinners to repentance. There 
were many young people, as well 
as older folk, in the altars seeking 
God. We are happy to report that 
many were saved, sanctified and 
filled with the precious Holy Ghost 
during these services. 

We were glad to have with us 
as ey speakers during the con- 
vention, Brothers Earl P. Paulk, 
Sr., Assistant General Overseer of 
the Church of God, R. L. Platt, 
President of Lee College, L. O. 
Vaught, Vice-President of North 
Western Bible College, Minot, North 
Dakota, and C. W. Batson, Over- 
seer of Wyoming. All of these min- 
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isters added their blessings to the 
meeting. f 
Won’t you join us in giving 
thanks to God for the wonderful 
outpouring of His Spirit in the 

Colorado Camp Meeting. 
—Joyce Douglas, Grand Junction, 
Colorado 


Colorado State Camp 
Meeting 

On June 21, at 1 pm, the 
Colorado State Camp Meeting was 
history. All could look back over the 
past days and truly say “It was 
good to have been in the house of 
the Lord.” Here in this mission 
state, all of our churches were well 
represented at the Free Methodist 
Campgrounds in Canon City, 
Colorado. Canon City, Colorado, is 
nestled up against the beautiful 
Rocky Mountain Ranges, not far 
from the Royal Gorge. While tm 
in our Southern and Eastern 
States, were melting under the hot 
air and humidity in your camp 
meeting, we of Colorado, welcomed 
a sweater and light wrap in our 
evening services; we did not have 
to miss a single moment of these 
glorious Spirit-filled services from 
heat prostration. It was, all in all, 
enjoyable weather during the en- 
tire convention. 

We also had our Youth Camp 
during the camp meeting time. This 
= we had the largest group of 

oys and girls ever enrolled. They 
truly had a good youth camp, and 
many were rewarded for their at- 
tention in accepting Christ during 
that week. Saturday night, it was 
wonderful to see OUR boys and 
girls of Colorado seated across the 
platform to receive their Award 
Cups for mastery in the various 
activities they had excelled in. This 
group formed a choir under the 
direction of the youth director, 
Brother Ray McMullin, and Broth- 
er W. C. Dillow, pastor of the 
Canon City Church; the rafters 
rang with their pure harmony of 
“Take a Moment and ve,” 
“There’s a Hand That’s Always 
Guiding,” and last of all “I’m Re- 
deemed.” We thank God for our 
yosoe people who put their all into 
his service for their Savior and 
their elders. 

Brother and Sister McMullin, 
state youth director, are to be 
commended for their untiring work 
in making Youth Camp in Colorado 
the great success and gee & it 
was. , we wish to thank Brother 
C. E. , pastor of Greeley; 
Brother Clark, Denver district 
— director; and Sister Nancy 

eeler, wife of the pastor of Grand 
Junction, for their sacrifice in 
pace | and-working in the Youth 
Camp along with Brother and Sis- 
ter Mc n. 





There was no cause for ill fellow- 
ship in our meeting; everyone and 
everything was made a_ success 
through sacrificing and _ really 
serving God from the depths of 
the soul. Brothers Lewis Peeler, 
pastor of Grand Junction, and W. 
J. Roberts, pastor of the Colorado 
Springs Church, contributed much 
to the real success of the meeting 
by providing each and all with de- 
liciously prepared meals. It is said, 
“An army is moved on its stomach,” 
and likewise, the Church of God 
army moved ahead, well filled, to 
enjoy God’s blessings. 

e were blessed to have as our 
Bible teacher, Rev. David Lemons. 
Each morning brought a new thrill, 
as he Pogo out the hidden truths 
of God’s Word. The many visiting 
ministers from surrounding states 
also added their efforts in ministry 
and song to this — We are 
thankful to Rev. Earl P. Paulk, Sr., 
our headquarters representative, 
for the s g message he de- 
livered under the anointing of the 
Holy Ghost to our people. No one 
left the tabernacle each night with- 





If you ignore the privileges of 
fellowship with the Church on 
earth, you will be denied such privi- 
leges in the life to come. 





out feeling the heartsearching mes- 
sage which fell from the Spirit- 
inspired fips of our night speaker, 
Rev. Robert Johnson. In the crown- 
pe Wegaboes Saturday night, after 
be uplifted by the singing of our 
Youth, we were made to know that 
we were in a “heavenly place.” The 
Holy Ghost message and inter- 
pretation rang through the con- 
gregation; people did not have to 
be begged to the altar; they ran, 
crying, to the place of repentance. 
The altars and front seats were 
filled with seekers. I did not count 
them; nor do I believe they could 
have been counted; there were so 
many who not only received sal- 
vation, but also were filled with the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

Only time will tell what this 
camp meeting has accomplished in 
the lives of all who attended. All 
left the meeting with a a holy hush 
upon their lives and a _ deeper, 
greater determination to be true 
while awaiting His return for the 
saints of God. 

This glorious meeting was made 
possible through the efforts of all 
pulling together and fasting and 
poe ao) together, which had been 
urged the entire year by our over- 
seer, Brother James R. Ray, when- 
ever and in whatever congregation 
he attended and preached. We are 
now planning next year’s camp 
meeting and expecting even great- 
er things from God. 

—Mrs. Evelyn Mangum, State 
Reporter 




















Japan Marks Protestant 
Centennial 


OSAKA, Japan (EP)—This year 
the eyes of the Christian world 
focus on populous Japan. The rea- 
son? The celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the coming of Prot- 
estant Christianity to this colorful 
and ancient land. A full century 
ago, a Rev. John Liggins landed in 
Nagasaki. A Britisher, he had been 
serving in missionary work in 
China and had come to Nagasaki 
to recuperate from a siege of ill- 
ness. What he did not know was 
that, because of problems of inter- 
national communications in those 
days, the board of the iscopal 
Church had just named as 
their first missionary to Japan. His 
commission caught up with him in 
Nagasaki, however, and he thus 
= on to become the first Pro- 
testant evangel in long-closed Nip- 


pon. 

Now, in 1959, the Christian 
church pauses to survey its 100 
years of missionary endeavor here 
in Japan. What it sees is not easily 
described, for it has marked con- 
trasts. Both bright highlights and 
dark shadows. On the one hand, 
it can count a professing Christian 
constituency of less than one half 
of one per cent of burgeoning 
Japan’s 90,000,000 population. This 
is against a variegated religious 
backdrop of an estimated 60,000,000 
Buddhists and an overall estimate 
of 79,000,000 Shintoists. (In Japan, 
which is known as a “museum of 
religions,” the total of religious af- 
filiates always exceeds the total 
population, because of the common 
Japanese custom of dual or mul- 
tiple religious adherence and be- 
cause to figures often reflect 
sales of amulets or charms rather 
than individual membership). 

On the other hand, however, 
many evangelical leaders in Japan 
pom | reflect great optimism. e 

int to new evidence of strengt 
and stability national 
church; advances in the strategic 
use of radio and, in the case of the 
Osaka Christian Crusade in May, 
nation-wide ministry ig tele- 
vision. They view with thanks- 
giving the developing strength of 


a new lay movement in the church- 
es of Japan where heretofore min- 
isters have, whether through choice 
or necessity, worked largely alone. 

An example of this growing 
strength in laymen’s forces is seen 
in the Osaka Christian Crusade, 
led by Dr. Bob Pierce at the re- 
uest of 400 churches in the Osaka- 
gee region. The Crusade, 
still going on at this writing (May 
25) but with over 4,100 decisions 
already reported, had its origin in 
a laymen’s prayer group. Four- 
teen laymen met for prayer, 
caught the vision of a city-wide 
Crusade, communicated their bur- 
den to their pastors, and eventually 
saw the Osaka Crusade reaching 
thousands for Christ in this huge 
area of 5,000,000 total population. 

Too, reliable figures indicate 
that Christianity is exerting a pre- 
sent-day influence upon Japan far 
out of proportion to its numerical 
strength. Twelve per cent of the 
members of Japan’s amen = 
lomatic corps are professed C - 
tians, as are five per cent of the 
members of The Diet, which is 
Japan’s highest legislative body. It 
is interesting to note that all 
across Japan, xy business leaders 
are also active Christians. On the 
surface, the century-long impact 
of Christian missions upon Nippon’s 
teeming millions may seem to have 
been small indeed. But faithful 
sowers have faithfully planted the 
seed of the Word of God all over 
these thickly-populated islands and 
now, at long last, many mission- 
aries feel at the f fruit is 
about to be seen. Said one: 
harvest time here in Japan.” 


Church Council Opposes 
Catholic for President 


DES MOINES (EP)—The Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches 
will oppose any Roman Catholic 
for the U. S. Presidency in 1960, 
its 150-member General Assembly 
has announced. The council, claim- 
ing to represent 1,500,000 American 
Protestants, said the action was 
taken because of the possible U. S. 


presidential nomination of Sena- 
tor John Kennedy (D. Mass.). 

“To nominate a Roman Catholic 
would — a religious con- 
flict of major proportions,” the 
council’s resolution said. “Such a 
conflict would seriously divide the 
United States in an hour when the 
unity and welfare of the nation is 
of paramount importance in our 
col war struggle with com- 
munism.” 

The ACC is affiliated with the 
International Council of Christian 
Churches, but is entirely separate 


from the National Council of 
Churches. 

New Jersey Assemblies Open 
Doors to Negroes 


Assemblies of God in N. J. have 
become the denomination’s first 
American division to formally in- 
vite Ne to join the Church 
and, if they wish, to enter its min- 
istry. The bid was contained in a 
resolution adopted by the District 
Council at its annual meeting in 
Atlantic City recently. 

Noting “a great need for sound, 
full gospel evangelism among the 
Negro population of New Jersey,” 
the resolution said, “We encourage 
the spreading of such a ministry 
to this area of our population.” 

The 45-year-old denomination 
has Negro as well as white pastors 
in its world-wide operation, but 
never before has any U. S. district 
conference adopted a_ resolution 
welcoming non-Whites into the 
— as members and ministers. 


Two Christian Girls 
Beheaded in Luzon 


MANILA (EP)—With the open- 
ing of their marriage season, fierce 
Tlongot warriors in northern Luzon 
murdered two Christian girls in 
order to use their heads in mating 
ceremonies. Fourteen-year-old Per- 
lita Eugeio and 20-year-old Poten- 
ciana Alaman are the most recent 
victims of LIlongot head-hunters 
who recently killed six other Chris- 
tian girls and a farmer in the 
forest of Nueva Vizcaya Province. 
Brig. Gen. Isagani V. Campo, head 
of the constabulary, has launched 
a punitive drive against the mur- 
derers in an attempt to bring them 
to justice. The Ilongots believe the 
Christian heads ensure a bountiful 
rice harvest. The more heads the 
more rice in the bin. 





Be sure your world is not one in 
which: things happen, but one in 
which things are done. 
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Start Early 


To Raise Money For Church 


Projects 


@ Let “Sunshine Line” cards work for you! 


Sell the “‘Sunshine Line’ Christmas cards and earn up to 111% profit on 
cost. Little effort is needed to sell the “Sunshine Line” Christmas Cards—they 
sell thernselyes once you show them. Be the first in your neighborhood to offer 


the “Sunshine Line” Christmas Cards. 


GLAD TIDINGS 


21 Cards for $1.00 
rin’ 
All designs are i. Se are p 4 


assortmen' glad 

Folders feature double _— ny 

inches. One look at this 

assortment will fe 

yea ® immediately why hundreds of thou- 
Sunshine Line” 


— y year to say Merry Christmas. 
No. G8558 With Scriptures 


BLESSED CHRISTMAS 
21 Cards for $1.00 


All different, all beautiful in the tradi- 
tional “Sunshine Line” manner. Four- 
teen folders are printed in five colors, 
old, and embossed. Five are printed in 

our colors and embossed. Two folders 
are printed in two colors on heavy stock 
and feature a single fold. All other cards 
poo gg folds. aa is an assort- 








ment ariety attractiveness. 
Folders are size Qyas% inches. When 
you buy “Sunshine Line,” you b 
America’s ori and now the largest 
exclusive ous line of 5 

No. G8578 With Scriptures 











Check the quantity of each desired. 
Quantity Stock Number 
diomnssethitiing — G8558 (Same as last year) 
__..__-. G8578 (Same as last year) 
G8588 (Same as last year) 


_.__..... G8057 (Same as two years ago) 


clerk. 


Ship to 


FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
18 Cards for $1.00 


you like eg | scenes, scenes of 
family activities at Christmas, then you 
assortment. Each card 


scene familiar at Christ- 
mas. They’re the kind of cards new 
want to send to grandfathers and grand- 
mothers, to your parents, brothers, and 
sisters . . . in fac bd just about every- 
NF gk Be RG SE 

ue, er- 

card printed in five unique, and —. 


Folders feature double folds and 
size 4%x5% inches. Packed in a dingo 


stac 
No. G8588 With Scriptures 


CHRISTMAS GIFT WRAPPINGS 
Pre Me eae you need a want 


glamorize ditts for arenes, 
ee 18 teres, colorful sheets, 20x28 
inches (two each of nine s); 
eighteen matching folders Ps Vex 


inches when one —, designs F ga 
ed in four 

Attractive = (a. 
exclusive design printed 
No. G8057 Price $1.25 


3 eS o~ 
four colors. 





FREIGHT IS PAID ON SHIPMENTS 
OF 100 BOXES OR MORE 


CHRISTMAS GIFT WRAPPING AND 
CARD PRICES TO CHURCHES AND 
AGENTS 


Assorted numbers qualify for quantity 
discount. ? 


Quantity $1.00 Box $1.25 Box 
Retail Retail 
7-12 boxes -70 ea. 80 
12-25 boxes 60 ea. 10 
26-50 boxes 55 ea. 65 
51-75 boxes 50 ea. 68 
76 or more 45 ea. 55 


Res: 100% credit will be given on returned Christmas Cards if they 
good condition and if returned by December 1. 
1, only 80% credit will be given. 


Postage charges prepaid on orders of 100 boxes or more. 
AGENTS: Send 3 business references if you do not have an account. 
HES: Order on church order blanks. Give signature of pastor and 


If returned after 


TERMS: Payment due 30 days from date of shipment. 











PATHWAY BOOK STORES: 


ORDER FROM: Church of God Publishing House, 922 Montgomery Avenue, 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


1108 Florida Avenue, Tampa, Florida 
231 South Church Street, Charlotte, N. C—25 Houston, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia 














